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(54) VIDEO-ACOUSTIC EQUIPMENT AND ITS CONTROLUNG METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate nuisance in the payment 

procedure or the like of a software rental fee due to the version up of , _ _. ■ r^7% 

software by sending information related to the updating of software to a tr*j>^ ■■ |iw'Jh»| -~i- | ^ 

prescribed agency when the software in another equipment connected to a 
digital transmission line is updated. 

SOLUTION: A digital VTR 20 detects that the header part of input data is in 
a prescribed format, discriminates that the input data are its own updating 
data and executes the version up of its own program. After completing the 
updating of function information in a non-volatile memory 28. the VTR 20 
sends the completion of version-up to a STB 10 through IEEE 1394. The 
STB 10 discriminates the function information inputted from the VTR 20, 
rewrites data in a table stored in a non-volatile memory 17 and informs an 
external charging agency (a charging center, a broadcasting station, etc.), of 
the version-up of the VTR 20 through a MODEM 19. 
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